NOVEMBER    14-NOVEMBER   22,    1904
He whirled me home in about two minutes. I tremendously
enjoyed the evening. He was absolutely charming, and Ms
English is so good and sure, and he looked so plaintive and in
need of moral support, with his small figure and his pale face,
and his loose clothes, and his hat that is always too large for
him, Yet I don't know anyone who could be more independent
and pugnacious, morally, than Schwob. I have never seen
him so, but I know that he would be so if occasion arose.
Friday y November i8th.
I spent Wednesday evening with Emile Martin x. He explained
to me pretty fully the financial working of his dub, the Cerde
de la rue Volnay. It has 1,800 members who pay 150 francs
each. But the expenses are 600,000 francs a year ; the rent is
100,000. The deficit is chiefly made up by the dub's profits on
baccarat. He seemed to be au courant of everything.
Last night. Brieux's " La Petite Amie ", in 3 acts, at the
Comedie Mondaine. It was astonishing how thjg play ' got
hold' of the crowded audience. Tears and violent applause were
plentiful. It is not a good play, but it is tremendously effective,
and sometimes extremely true.
Sunday, November zoth.
On Friday night Mrs. Devereux told me a fine retort of a pressing
lover to a refusing mistress. " Bah! " she said. " With people
like you, love only means one thing." " No," he replied. tf It
means twenty things, but it doesn't mean nineteen/1
Tuesday, November 22nd.
Yesterday I finished the second act of " An Angel Unawares ".
The third will be very easy to do. So to-day I began to plan
out in detail the first part of " Sacred and Profane Love ". I
walked all about Moret this morning, and got somewhat lost
in the forest this afternoon. Then I read Swinburne.
The first part of " Sacred and Profane Love " is going to be
entirely magnificent. I outlined the plot to Davray. I don't
think he was very struck by it, and he asked whether the British
public would stand it. However, from a crude outline he had
nothing upon which to judge.
1 An intimate personal friend of Arnold Bennett, who introduced
to many aspects of life in Paris and helped him to settle there.
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